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THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

3 1st  DECEMBER,  1972 

His  Worship  The  Mayor 

(Alderman  Mrs.  Kathleen  Rachel  Mary  Clapton) 

Chairman :  Councillor  George  Thomas  Randall 
Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  Albert  John  Wilks 

Aldermen 

William  Martin  Bird 
Edwin  John  Whitt 

Councillors 

Rowland  Blackwell 
Mrs.  Ella  Bradley 
Benjamin  Burford 
Denis  Byng  Caughey 
Thomas  Edward  Hooker 
Bernard  Neil 
Mrs.  Frances  Gwen  Petrac 
Mrs.  Patricia  Noel  Anne  Rudd 
Arthur  Ernest  Sage 
David  Richard  Silwood 

Non-Members  of  the  Council 

Nominated  by  City  of 
Worcester  Local  Medical 
Committee  Dr.  D.  W.  James 

Nominated  by  City  of 
Worcester  Executive 

Council  Mr.  C.  R.  Knight 
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HEALTH  SUB  COMMITTEES 


Health  Centres : 

Alderman  Whitt 
Councillor  Mrs.  Bradley 
Councillor  Caughey 
Councillor  Neil 
Councillor  Sage 


Nominated  by  Local 
Medical  Committee  : 

Dr.  D.  M.  Brierley 

Dr.  W.  K.  Earle 

Dr.  J.  B.  Rogers 

Nominated  by  City  of 
Worcester  Executive  Council 

Mr.  W.  Ludlam 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Lowndes 

Mr.  E.  E.  F.  Giles 


Property  Inspection  : 

Councillor  Mrs.  Bradley 
Councillor  Hooker 
Councillor  Sage 
Councillor  Mrs.  Rudd 


Councillor  Wilks 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  1972 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : 
G.  M.  O'Donnell,  m.a.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  f.f.c.m. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer : 

D.  G.  Snell,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m. 

Medical  Officer  in  Department : 

Barbara  A.  Croft,  m.b.,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Honorary  Adviser  in  Mental  Health  : 

A.  M.  Spencer,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p  m 
(Retired  3.8.72) 

Psychiatrist  (Part-time) : 

Eileen  M.  Whitelaw,  m.b.,  b.s. 

Public  Analyst : 

W.  E.  Jones,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c.  (County  Analyst — Services  utilised 
by  arrangement  with  Worcestershire  County  Council) 

Chief  Dental  Officer : 

E.  R.  Dowland,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  (Eng.) 

(Retired  25.11.72) 

Senior  Dental  Officer : 

K.  A.  Fellows,  l.d.s. 

Dental  Officers  (Part-time) : 

Mrs.  B.  Savage,  b.d.s. 

R.  Webley,  l.d.s. 

Dental  Anaesthetists  (Part-time) : 

H>  Harvey,  m.d.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.a. 

W.  D.  Steel,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Dental  Surgery  Assistants : 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Young 

Miss  M.  Partridge 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Dovey  (part-time) 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

T.  W.  Marsden 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

J.  H.  Benjamin 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

J.  Hartley 
G.  D.  Hales 
T.  C.  Coleman 
R.  G.  Fidoe 

Meat  Inspectors  : 

G.  W.  Glendenning 
L.  P.  Auden 

Rodent  Officer : 

H.  A.  Willis 

Rodent  Operative : 

R.  Jones 

Driver  j  Handyman  : 

S.  Morgan 

Director  of  Nursing  Services  and  Non-Medical  Supen'isor 
Midwives : 

Miss  O.  Keywood  (Retired  18.8.72) 

Miss  E.  M.  Andrews  (From  19.8.72) 

Nursing  Officer  (Health  Visiting): 

Miss  V.  J.  Crow 

Nursing  Officer  ( District  Nursing ): 

Miss  M.  Cartwright 

Nursing  Officer  ( Midwifery ): 

Miss  F.  Midwinter 

Health  Visitors!  School  Nurses  : 

Miss  P.  Higgins 
Miss  J.  M.  Teece 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Holmes 
Mrs.  P.  Shuker 
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Mrs.  B.  W.  Nelson 
Miss  A.  M.  G.  Pakington 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Dillingham 
Miss  R.  J.  Lowry 
Miss  C.  Delve 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Green 
Mrs.  P.  Mason 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Wardle 
Miss  G.  E.  Mayes 
Miss  J.  M.  Dewey 

Trainee  Health  Visitors : 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Hannah 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Hill 

Clinic  Nurses  (part-time)  : 

Mrs.  P.  Fellows 
Mrs.  M.  Ball 

District  Nurses : 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Beresford 
Mr.  R.  O.  Philpot 
Miss  R.  E.  Wellsted 
Mr.  V.  CONNELLAN 
Mr.  J.  Gray 
Mr.  M.  Jacobs 
Miss  J.  Preece 
Mrs.  J.  Griffin 
Miss  E.  Fry 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Owen 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Dunning 
Mrs.  A.  Rollings 
Mrs.  K.  A.  M.  Burrow 
Mrs.  P.  J.  Edwards 
Miss  P.  Blears 
Miss  M.  Edis 
Mrs.  J.  Pentelow 
Miss  J.  E.  Webb 

District  Nurses  (Part-time) : 

Mrs.  S.  K.  Drinkwater 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Hart 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Brookes 
Mrs.  A.  V.  J.  Davis 
Mrs.  E.  S.  S.  Carter 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Coupland 
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Mrs.  V.  Davis 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Brooks 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Lucas 
Mrs.  M.  Fry 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Dagley 
Miss  H.  Rodgers 
and  4  Nursing  Auxiliaries 

Midwives : 

Miss  M.  F.  Williams 
Mrs.  R.  Chong 

Clerk,  Nursing  Institute : 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Anderton 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Mann  (part-time) 

Health  Education  Officer  : 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Christopher 

Chiropodists  (Part-time) : 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Gilbert 
Miss  J.  E.  Price 
Mr.  R.  J.  Bailey 
Mr.  N.  Gilbert 
Mrs.  B.  Broderick 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant : 

A.  J.  Rix 

Senior  Administrative  Assistant: 

Miss  E.  C.  Griffin 

Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Miss  M.  M.  Parsons 

Clerical  Officers : 

Miss  E.  Bishop 
Miss  M.  Dunne 
and  1 1  full-time  clerks 

Health  Centre  Staff  : 

Superintendent : 

Mrs.  E.  Lock 
2  part-time  nurses 
12  Receptionists/Clerical  Staff 


DR.  WILLIAM  STRANGE 

First  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  City  of  Worcester 

1873  -  1891 


Worcester.  A  dwelling  of  amiable  people; 
Men  sturdy,  women  not  without  guile 
A  well-mannered  place,  of  some  learning 
I  lodged  with  the  priest  in  great  style. 

Pleasant  its  lights  across  the  river  ford 
Sweet  refuge  from  mindless,  unchristian  men. 
May  the  Son  of  God  guard  it  from  harm 
And  grant  me  memory  of  it  now  and  then. 


Attributed  to  St.  Cumineus  Albus. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  CITY 

BY 

G.  M.  O  DONNELL,  m.a.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  f.f.c.m. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  last  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
I  should  like  to  thank  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
City  who,  during  the  past  fourteen  years,  have  constantly 
helped  and  encouraged  me  in  my  work.  Their  kindness  and 
patience  ensures  only  happy  memories  of  my  time  in  Worcester 
and  I  leave  their  service  with  regret. 

My  colleagues  in  other  departments  and  in  my  own  profession 
have  always  been  both  co-operative  and  forbearing  and  to  them. 
I  am  again  most  grateful. 

I  commend  to  you  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  tranferring  to  the  National  Health  Service. 
Through  the  years  they  have  shown  a  real  concern  for  those 
needing  help,  supplementing  their  individual  skills  with  the 
sympathy  and  good  manners  that  the  public  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  any  Local  Government  undertaking.  Some  will 
be  remaining  with  the  new  District  and  we,  the  emigrants, 
wish  them  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Marsden,  the  Chief  Environmental 
Health  Officer,  every  success  in  the  new  regime. 

Finally,  I  feel  sure  that  all  of  us  in  the  Health  Department 
have  enjoyed  working  for  such  pleasant,  uncritical  and 
appreciative  people  as  the  citizens  of  Worcester.  None  of  us 
have  been  harried  through  the  streets,  drawn  and  quartered 
at  Red  Hill,  or  compelled  to  leave  town  surreptitiously  on  the 
night  train.  Btit  we  have  been  forced  to  change  our  employment 
and  can  only  hope  that  the  massive  re-organisation  of  Local 
Government  and  Health  Services  will  eventually  be  of  benefit 
to  those  in  whose  interest  we  have  worked  these  years. 

Yours  faithfully. 


G.  M.  O  DONNELL 
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A  BACKWARD  GLANCE 

Despite  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1848  and 
its  mandatory  application  to  Worcester,  the  City  Council  fought 
hard  against  it.  In  1850  they  reluctantly  appointed  an  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  but  refused  to  appoint  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Later  they  relented  to  some  extent  and  tried  to  persuade  the 
rural  districts,  particularly  Martley,  to  join  with  them  in  making 
a  joint  appointment.  This  ploy  failed  and  it  was  not  until  1873 
as  a  result  of  frequent  representations  from  Dr.  William  Strange, 
a  local  doctor  and  an  enthusiast  of  public  health  and  sanitation, 
that  the  appointment  was  made  and  then  only  a  part-time  one. 
It  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that  Dr.  Strange  became  the  first 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  Mabyn  Read  came  to  Worcester 
some  years  later,  joined  Dr.  Strange  in  his  practice  and  on  the 
latter’s  death  succeeded  him  as  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  becoming  full  time  in  September,  1912.  He  was  followed 
by  Dr.  Austin  Jewkes  Barlow  Griffin  in  February,  1930. 

The  pioneers  of  public  health  in  Worcester  are  recorded 
below. 


Medical  Officers  of  Health 

1 873  -  February,  1891  — William  Strange — died 

February,  1891  -  1930  — Mabyn  Read — retired 

Feb.  1930  -  Sept.  1959  — Austin  Jewkes  Barlow  Griffin — retired 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances 
(subsequently  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

Sept.  1873  -  1881  — Thomas  Higgs — died 

1881  -  1904  — W.  Pacey — retired 

Sept.  1904 -Feb.  1946  — Ralph  Taylor — retired 

Feb.  1946  -  Mar.  1953  —  Percival  Leonard  Parsons — retired 

These  gentlemen  in  their  several  ways  worked  hard  to 
establish  the  principles  and  means  of  good  health  and  hygiene 
so  vital  for  urban  life  and  without  which  civilisation  becomes 
impossible.  Their  names  fade  with  the  passing  years  but  it  is 
fitting  that  they  be  recalled  as  the  system  of  Local  Government 
which  they  tried  hard  and  often  bitterly  to  improve,  itself  goes 
into  oblivion. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Thomas  Marsden,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  this  information. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  education  is  by  right  the  most  powerful  weapon  in 
the  prevention  of  disease,  although  its  priority  is  not  always 
recognised.  Its  position  in  the  care  of  the  community  has  been 
accepted  enthusiastically  by  some  and  grudgingly  by  others, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  we  are  at  a  time  when 
the  content  and  methods  of  health  education  are  much  in 
need  of  evaluation.  A  great  deal  has  been  achieved  since  the 
beginning  of  the  century,  but  although  good  results  have  been 
obtained  in  the  face  of  ignorance  or  prejudice,  health  education 
in  a  perverse  way  has  always  been  helped  by  the  prevalence  of 
poverty,  bad  hygiene,  infectious  disease,  debilitating  illness  and 
a  relatively  short  life  span.  The  ubiquity  of  these  conditions 
has  meant  that  the  major  part  of  public  opinion  has  always 
been  with  the  educators  and  the  sense  of  their  argument 
apparent  to  any  objective  person  who  had  only  to  glance 
around  to  see  them  proved.  Our  propaganda  has  always  been 
to  an  audience  who  could  themselves  see  the  enemies  to  which 
we  referred  so  that  during  the  years  great  advances  were 
possible.  In  this  context  improved  housing,  hygiene  and 
nutrition,  the  reduction  in  infectious  disease,  the  more  sensible 
attitudes  to  venereal  disease  and  mental  illness  have  all  owed 
much  to  health  education. 

However,  we  have  now  arrived  at  the  time  when  we  have  to 
deal  with  a  relatively  sophisticated  public  accustomed  or 
desirous  of  high  standards  of  living,  resentful  of  any  form  of 
poverty  or  inequality  and  expecting  a  life  infinite  in  length  and 
variety  and  unsullied  by  any  form  of  illness  or  defect.  People 
nowadays  are  unaccustomed  to  disease  and  have  high  hopes 
of  avoiding  dissolution.  At  the  same  time  large  numbers  still 
lead  lives  of  the  greatest  dreariness  and  boredom,  the  monotony 
and  drudgery  of  which  are  expressed  in  mental  or  emotional 
disorders. 

For  this  reason  I  think  that  in  the  next  25  years  the  major 
problems  which  we  must  face  in  health  education  and  which 
may  yield  to  the  educational  approach  are  : 

1.  The  use  of  leisure,  particularly  amongst  young  people 
in  urban  surroundings.  They  need  excitement  and 
activity  combined  with  some  sense  of  purpose  and 
achievement.  The  better  off  and  the  better  educated 
have  no  difficulty  in  securing  this  of  their  own  volition, 
but  to  the  less  fortunate  it  is  often  only  available  in 
various  forms  of  aggression. 
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2.  As  a  corollary  of  the  above,  preparation  for  retirement 

is  an  essential  for  those  of  middle  age  so  that  when 
they  eventually  give  up  work  they  can  enter  a  new 
way  of  life  which  is  both  interesting  and  purposeful. 
Many  people  when  they  retire  can  enjoy  their  declining 
years,  know  precisely  how  they  want  to  spend  their 
time  and  have  plenty  of  hobbies  and  recreational 
activities  to  keep  them  occupied.  Others  would  prefer 
to  undertake  some  form  of  part-time  work,  but  there 
remain  a  significant  number  to  whom  the  discontinuance 
of  the  fixed  routine  of  employment  leads  to  confusion 
and  disorientation. 

3.  The  problems  of  early  marriage,  early  divorce  and  the 

abandonment  by  one  or  both  parents  of  children 
resulting  from  this.  The  positive  side  of  this  is  the 
promotion  of  the  concept  that  only  by  a  stable  family 
life  can  we  ensure  an  opportunity  for  children 
developing  without  emotional  scarring  and  with  the 
ability  themselves  to  subsequently  undertake  what  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  difficult  and  important  of  human 
relationships. 

4.  The  containing  of  the  population  is  still  a  vital  challenge 

which  will  have  to  be  continued,  although  public 
opinion  is  already  basically  favourable  to  this. 

5.  This  is  very  much  an  age  of  excess,  although  there  is 

some  reason  to  doubt  whether  this  enviable  state  will 
continue  indefinitely.  Though  religion  has  been  largely 
extinguished  there  are  still  people  who  feel  that  the 
immediate  gratification  of  material  impulses  promotes 
neither  happiness  nor  wellbeing.  While  not  pursuing 
a  stoic  philosophy  there  is  at  least  need  to  emphasise 
through  the  various  media  available  for  health 
educational  propaganda  that  the  old  concepts  of 
moderation  and  even  self-denial  contribute  more  to 
happiness  than  does  over  indulgence. 

In  these  proposals  there  is  hardly  any  mention  of  disease. 
The  really  important  problems  of  health  that  we  must  face  up 
to  are  those  that  relate  not  so  much  to  the  illness  of  man,  but 
to  his  inability  to  enjoy  life  while  in  good  physical  health. 
They  are  all  in  effect  mainly  social  matters  which  if  not 
resolved,  will  lead  to  the  gradual  denigration  of  our  civilisation 
and  the  debasement  of  our  physical  standard. 
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AMAZING  GRACE 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  me  that  clergymen 
have  delayed  so  long  in  adapting  the  appointment  system  used 
by  our  general  practitioners  to  the  needs  of  the  confessional. 

If  this  system  were  adopted,  there  would  be  immediate 
advantages  to  all  concerned.  Hard  pressed  priests  would  know 
in  advance  the  numbers  attending;  long  winded  penitents  must 
perforce  curtail  the  account  of  their  transgressions;  while 
enthusiastic  sinners  would  have  to  limit  their  activities  to  not 
more  than  could  be  retailed  in  the  time  available. 

There  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  some  provision  for 
emergency  cases.  Malefactors  in  the  big  league,  with  schism, 
pythonism,  simony  or  beel  phogar  on  their  conscience,  should 
be  entitled  to  immediate  attention  and  indeed,  be  referred  to  a 
consultant  ecclesiastic  if  this  were  deemed  advisable. 

ORTHOPTIC  SCREENING 

Squints  are  a  relatively  common  condition  among  children 
and  their  effective  treatment  is  to  a  great  extent  dependent  on 
the  recognition  of  any  such  defect  at  the  earliest  possible  age. 
Accordingly,  early  in  1972,  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to 
engage  an  orthoptist  on  the  basis  of  three  sessions  a  fortnight 
to  examine  the  babies  attending  our  child  health  clinics  and 
also  to  hold  a  regular  fixed  clinic  to  which  doctors  and  nurses 
can  refer  children  suspected  of  this  condition.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Martin-Doyle,  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  very  kindly 
agreed  to  hold  a  special  clinic  each  month  at  which  he  would 
see  referrals  by  the  orthoptist. 

OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

A  full  account  of  this  new  service  for  Corporation  staff  is 
given  in  the  section  entitled  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After-Care. 


DEFLATIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

It  has  long  been  a  recognised  precept  of  domestic  life  that 
no  man  should  have  a  garden  bigger  than  his  wife  can  manage. 
As  a  result,  most  houses  are  graced  front  and  back  by  varying 
areas  of  grass,  constrained  by  rosebushes  and  other  obliging 
perennials.  This  arrangement  can  be  maintained  with  the 
minimum  effort  and  is,  in  its  way,  often  both  useful  and 
colourful.  It  is,  however,  regarded  by  our  French  neighbours  as 
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a  sad  waste  of  opportunity.  To  them  a  garden  should  be  not 
only  pleasing,  but  productive.  A  terrace  and  small  lawn  for 
open  air  meals  may  gain  grudging  approval,  but  the  remainder 
must  be  a  harmony  of  vegetables,  herbs,  fruit  and  flowers 
appealing  to  both  eye  and  stomach  and  contributing 
substantially  to  the  household  budget. 

Nowadays  the  combined  impact  of  inflation,  rising  food 
prices  and  unaccustomed  leisure  are  compelling  more  and  more 
of  us  to  emulate  the  French  and  to  devote  increasingly  large 
areas  of  garden  to  fruit  and  vegetables.  The  demand  for 
allotments  is  rising  and  often  the  new  enthusiasts  might  hesitate 
to  claim  the  status  of  honest  artisan  or  penurious  labourer  for 
whom  such  facilities  were  originally  intended. 

However,  these  changes  are  truly  a  consummation  greatly  to 
be  desired  for  not  only  are  they  a  way  of  saving  money  and  of 
adding  variety  to  diet,  but  they  also  make  a  very  real  contribution 
to  health.  The  growing  of  vegetables  in  particular  calls  for  a 
useful  degree  of  physical  effort  well  suited  to  middle  age  turns. 
It  is  a  creative,  yet  reflective  process  which  consoles  the  frenetic 
mind  and  stimulates  the  ruminative.  Above  all,  it  ensures  for 
each  household  a  supply  of  food  which  need  not  contain 
additives  or  any  other  artificial  matters,  and  this  is  of  some 
consequence  in  an  age  when  food  is  being  constantly  modified 
to  cope  with  the  vast  growth  in  population. 

Finally,  for  those  who  have  endured  and  survived  the  rigours 
of  active  life,  one  may  recall  Voltaire's  final  judgment  on  the 
vanities  and  vagaries  of  the  world  —  “  All  this  is  well  enough 
said  Candide,  “  but  we  must  cultivate  our  gardens.  ” 

DHSS  CIRCULAR  1/73 

This  is  a  request  for  specific  information  from  the  Central 
Department 

(1)  Attachment  or  Liaison  Schemes 

The  attachment  of  nurses  to  doctors  in  general  practice 

Is  an  aim  devoutly  to  be  pursued 

Providing  that  it  is  carried  out  discreetly,  does  not 
frighten  the  horses. 

And  overtly  refrains  from  the  lewd. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  enviable  state  of  affairs  prevails 
in  Worcester. 
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(2)  Progress  on  the  scheme  for  notification  to  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  congenital  defects  apparent  at  birth 

The  scheme  for  notification  of  congenital  defects  proceeds 
in  blissful  tranquillity. 

(3)  Family  Planning  Services 

This  is  dealt  with  unrestrained  abandon  in  the  body  of 
the  Report. 

(4)  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies 
Ecclesiastes  1  (15)  refer. 

(e)  Development  of  Health  Education  Activities 

This  matter  is  dealt  with  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages 
and  in  the  prefaces. 

(f)  Contact  tracing  in  the  control  of  Venereal  Disease 
No  problem  in  this  respect  obtains  in  Worcester. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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City  of 

England 

Live  Births 

Worcester 

and  Wales 

Number  ...  . 

1074 

725405 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

13.8 

14.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births  . 

7.0 

9.0 

Stillbirths 

Number  . 

14 

8794 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births 

13.0 

12.0 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths . 

1088 

734199 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

16 

12494 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total 
live  births  . 

15.0 

17.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  . 

12.0 

17.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
illegitimate  Jive  births 

50.0 

21.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births)  . 

11.0 

12.0 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ... 

10.0 

10.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

23.0 

22.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abor¬ 
tions) — No.  of  deaths  . 

NIL 

Deaths 

Number 

836 

591907 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.4 

12.1 

Number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
(4  respiratory) 

4 

_ 

Tuberculosis  deaths  rate  per  1,000 
population 

0.05 

— 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

City  of 

England 

Worcester 

and  Wales 

Area  (in  acres) 

6114 

— 

Estimated  population 

74170 

49028900 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

25681 

— 

Number  of  persons  per  dwelling  ... 

2.888 

— 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  ...£3,670,409 

— 

Product  of  a  New  Penny  Rate 

£35,875 

— 

Fhe  following  International  Abbreviated  List  of  deaths  published  by  the  Registrar  General  details  the  deaths  under  50  causes 
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HEALTH  STATISTICS 

By  and  large  the  statistics  this  year  are  pretty  good  although 
perhaps  not  so  good  as  those  in  1971.  The  most  significant 
change  was  a  fall  in  the  birth  rate  from  16.2  (1971)  to  13.8 
per  L000  population.  This  is  not  due  to  any  diminution  in 
the  natural  ardour  and  exceptional  vigour  that  have  always 
distinguished  our  citizens,  to  whom  the  example  and  resources 
of  the  countryside  are  readily  available.  These  continue 
unabated  and  indeed,  with  the  added  stimulus  of  recent  films 
shown  in  the  City,  could  well  be  reaching  a  crescendo. 

It  is,  I  feel  sure,  the  impact  of  national  and  local  family 
planning  policies  that  have  caused  this  drop  in  our  fecundity. 
Apart  from  the  development  of  these  services  people  are 
everywhere  becoming  more  and  more  aware  of  the  incon¬ 
veniences,  if  not  the  dangers  of  over  population  and  their 
attitude  to  family  limitation  correspondingly  altered. 

Birth  Rate  (births  per  1,000  population) 


Worcester 


England  and  Wales 


Birth 

Rate 

Illegitimate 
Birth  Rate 

1965 

i 

17.9 

6.35 

1968 

16.33 

8.17 

1970 

| - 

i6.8 

5.00 

1971 

16.2 

6.00 

1972 

13.8 

7.00 

1972 

14.8 

9.00 

There  was  a  small  rise  in  the  overall  death  rate  and  though 
infant  mortality  remains  proportionately  the  same,  the  perinatal 
mortality  rate,  which  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  index 
of  success  in  the  care  of  children  both  before  and  immediately 
after  birth,  increased.  This  was  due  to  a  rise  in  the  number  of 
stillbirths  as  the  actual  neonatal  mortality  rates,  viz.  deaths 
of  infants  between  one  week  and  four  weeks  after  birth,  were 
both  down.  Seemingly  a  dramatic  rise  in  the  death  rate  of 
illegitimate  children  took  place,  but  the  numbers  involved  are 
so  small  that  this  must  be  regarded  as  a  transient  and  fortuitous 
occurrence. 


Death  Rate  (deaths  per  1,000  population) 
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Worcester 


1966 

10.59 

1968 

12.29 

1970 

10.2 

1971 

10.6 

1972 

11.4 

England  and  Wales 


1972 


12.1 


Causes  of  Death 

The  incidences  in  most  categories  remain  virtually  the  same. 
Last  year  I  expressed  concern  over  the  number  of  men  dying 
of  coronary  thrombosis  and  indeed  quoted  some  salient  words 
of  advice  on  how  to  avoid  this  condition.  With  their  customary 
good  manners  the  men  of  the  City  have  abated  my  anxiety 
and  the  incidence  of  coronary  thrombosis  deaths  for  males  has 
fallen  considerably,  while  that  for  women  has  remained 
unchanged.  Lest  I  be  accused  of  any  bias,  I  would  hope  that 
next  year  will  see  a  fall  in  the  coronary  death  rates  of  both  sexes. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Section  21  —  Health  Centres 

The  Health  Centre  continues  to  represent  an  area  of 
tranquillity  and  repose  amidst  the  frenetic  activity  of  the 
Blockhouse  development.  Apart  from  the  general  practitioners 
and  their  attached  staff  it  is  the  venue  for  various  local  authority 
services,  to  wit,  family  planning,  cervical  cytology,  the 
occupational  health  service,  relaxation  classes,  the  clinic  for  the 
retired  and  the  advisory  service  for  those  with  drug  problems. 
This  year  we  hope  to  add  child  health  and  ante  natal  clinics 
and  to  transfer  there  as  well  the  hearing  tests  for  the  screening 
of  young  children. 

The  Health  Centre  has  proved  very  popular  with  the  public 
who  rightly  regard  it  as  a  major  asset  of  the  community  health 
services  and  we  are  most  appreciative  of  the  unfailing  courtesy 
and  co-operation  of  the  doctors  there  who  labour  mightily  with 
our  own  staff  to  this  effect 


Section  22  —  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  Children  under  School  Age 

(a)  Ante  Natal  Clinics 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  mothers  having  domiciliary 
confinements  has  continued  and  this  is  reflected  by  the  numbers 
attending  local  authority  ante-  natal  clinics;  16  attended  at 
Wamdon  Clinic  and  93  at  the  Tything  Clinic. 

The  opportunities  for  contact  with  expectant  mothers  who 
are  confined  in  hospital  has  been  increased  with  more  health 
visitors  attending  general  practitioner  ante  natal  sessions. 

(b)  Parentcraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  classes  held  weekly  in  the 
City  —  at  The  Tything  and  St.  John's.  Arrangements  are  being 
made  to  establish  additional  courses  at  other  clinics,  particularly 
at  the  Health  Centre,  to  enable  more  mothers  and  also  fathers 
to  benefit  from  instruction  and  preparation  for  parentcraft. 

The  total  number  of  mothers  attending  in  1972  was  302,  and 
total  attendances  1,666. 

(c)  Dental  Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  E.  R.  Dowland  who  had 

been  our  Chief  Dental  Officer  since  1953.  retired.  A  delightful 
colleague,  he  was  renowned  for  his  kindness  to  his  patients  and 
for  the  gentleness  of  his  touch.  So  skilled  was  the  latter  that 
only  the  susurration  of  the  drill  disturbed  the  serenity  of  his 
clinic.  In  his  place  we  welcome  Mr.  Kenneth  Nicholas  who 
prior  to  his  appointment  was  Deputy  Chief  Dental  Officer  of 
Worcestershire. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reports  : 

The  number  of  pre-school  children  inspected  and  treated 
has  been  predominantly  on  an  emergency  basis  where  the  child 
has  been  brought  to  the  clinic  for  the  relief  of  pain  and  sepsis. 
When  one  considers  the  ages  of  some  of  these  pre-school 
children,  eighteen  months  and  two  years  of  age,  one  is  justifiably 
horrified  that  such  children  require  treatment  of  what  is,  after 
all,  a  preventable  disease.  Most  children  would  be  perfectly 
content  with  a  sugar-less  diet  and  a  cup  of  milk  at  bedtime 
is  quite  pleasant  on  its  own  and  does  not  require  the  addition 
of  three  or  four  teaspoonfuls  of  sugar  in  the  belief  that  it  is 
essential  for  the  child.  Until  the  fluoridation  of  the  public 
water  supply  is  made  mandatory  the  responsibility  must  rest 
on  individual  parents  to  use  alternative  preventive  methods  even 
though  they  are  not  as  efficient. 
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Pre-School  Children — Attendances  and  Treatment 


First  Visit 

•  •  • 

71 

Total  Visits  . 

•  •  • 

94 

Number  of  fillings  . 

. ,  . 

45 

Teeth  extracted  . 

. . . 

77 

General  Anaesthetics  given  ... 

•  •  • 

36 

The  treatment  of  nursing  mothers  is  not  satisfactory  from  a 
Local  Authority  point  of  view  for  treatment  can  only  be 
undertaken  6  months  before  the  birth  of  a  child  to  twelve 
months  afterwards.  Unless  a  mother  continues  dental  care 
under  a  general  dental  practitioner,  the  work  which  a  local 
authority  dentist  has  undertaken  to  render  her  dentally  fit  will 
be  in  vain.  However  the  following  were  treated  and  strongly 
advised  to  seek  a  G.P.  once  their  child  has  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  months  in  order  that  their  dental  care  can  be  maintained. 


Nursing  Mothers — Attendances  and  Treatment 


Number  who  required  treatment 

11 

Number  of  fillings 

21 

Teeth  extracted  . 

3 

Number  of  Dentures  supplied 

9 

(d)  Child  Health  Centres 

Attendances  at  the  nine  local  authority  clinics  have  remained 
at  the  same  level  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  total  number  of 
children  seen  being  2,767,  making  18,658  attendances.  Emphasis 
is  now  on  development  of  progress  and  mothers  are  welcoming 
the  opportunity  of  having  a  full  examination  of  their  babies 
and  young  children,  particularly  in  cases  where  there  may  be 
some  concern  regarding  development. 

Since  May,  1972,  a  qualified  orthoptist  has  been  visiting  each 
clinic  at  intervals  of  about  two  months  for  screening  for  squints. 
The  tests  are  quick  to  administer  and  simple  in  use  and  can  be 
made  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  713  children  were  tested  and 
22  referred  to  the  ophthalmologist  for  further  investigation. 

Health  visitors  are  attending  several  “well  baby”  clinics  at 
general  practitioners’  surgeries. 


24 


(e)  Family  Planning 

The  City  of  Worcester  Health  Committee  promotes  family 
planning  in  many  ways.  It  provides  its  own  family  planning 
clinics  and  also  uses  the  Family  Planning  Association's  Agency 
Scheme  whereby  we  pay  for  the  medical  examination  and  advice 
given  at  Family  Planning  Association  clinics  to  Worcester 
citizens.  We  also  provide  their  Severn  and  Wye  Branch  with 
office  accommodation  and  hope  to  provide  them  next  year  with 
clinic  premises  entirely  for  their  own  use  so  that  an  ‘in  and  out' 
service  for  the  public  can  be  maintained.  Our  health  visitors  are 
actively  engaged  in  this  work  for  which  many  have  received 
special  training,  and  we  depend  on  them  to  bring  to  the  clinics 
by  car  mothers  who  would  not  otherwise  attend. 

Many  of  the  general  practitioners  also  undertake  family 
planning  and  a  further  service  is  given  at  Ronkswood  Maternity 
Unit  for  mothers  who  have  just  had  their  babies. 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Mary  Harcup  for  the  following  report  : 

Once  again  the  City  has  increased  its  activity  in  this  important 
aspect  of  individual  and  community  health.  This  has  been  done 
through  its  own  clinics  and  those  run  by  the  Family  Planning 
Association  as  agents. 

The  Health  Department  is  directly  responsible  for  clinics 
at  Gorse  Hill,  Wamdon  and  the  Health  Centre.  These  are 
staffed  by  a  doctor  and  health  visitor,  each  with  special  training 
and  experience  in  family  planning,  plus  the  help  of  a  secretary 
to  deal  with  the  actual  sale  of  supplies.  In  practice,  almost  all 
our  work  is  concerned  with  contraception,  although  we  are 
asked  occasionally  for  help  in  cases  of  infertility  and  marital 
difficulties.  Many  patients  with  a  problem  of  any  kind  say. 
“I  feel  better  for  getting  it  off  my  chest” — so  we  try  to  find 
time  to  listen  to  everyone. 

Our  new  patients  seem  more  knowledgeable  about  contra¬ 
ceptive  methods  than  those  of  a  few  years  ago  and  less  worried 
about  side-effects.  Another  new  feature  has  been  the  increase 
in  questions  about  sterilisation  (especially  vasectomy).  This 
is  probably  due  to  more  publicity  about  the  operation,  plus 
apprehension  at  the  thought  of  taking  oral  contraceptives  for 
20  vears  or  more. 

a/ 

The  routine  service  in  clinics  includes  smear  tests,  pelvic  and 
breast  examination  and  weight  and  blood  pressure  checks  at 
appropriate  intervals.  This  means  that  we  do  offer  a  “healthy 
woman"  service,  so  a  few  patients  come  asking  for  a  check 
without  wanting  any  family  planning  advice. 
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A  similar  service  is  offered  by  the  Family  Planning  Associa¬ 
tion.  Since  this  registered  charity  began  work  in  Worcester 
they  have  had  the  use  of  our  Tything  premises,  but  patients 
have  been  seen  on  a  fee-paying  basis.  In  1972  it  was  decided 
to  extend  the  City's  help,  so  that  by  using  the  Agency  Scheme 
patients  attending  there  can  now  get  free  advice  and  buy 
supplies  (unless  exempt  through  need  or  medical  reason).  They 
are  now  seen  on  the  same  terms  as  at  our  own  clinics. 

In  the  City,  local  general  practitioners  offer  an  extensive 
family  planning  service  or  refer  patients  to  us  for  advice. 
Patients  also  appreciate  the  help  and  discussion  available  at 
local  hospitals.  The  local  press  has  given  coverage  to  many 
family  planning  topics  during  the  year.  In  fact,  one  begins  to 
feel  that  anyone  who  has  not  heard  of  the  subject  must  have 
“  buried  her  head  in  the  sand  ”, 

(f)  Welfare  Foods 

During  1971  and  1972  the  following  quantities  of  welfare 
foods  were  bought  by  the  public  : 


1971 

1972 

National  Dried  Milk  (Full  Cream)  ... 

3,148 

2,386 

National  Dried  Milk  (Half  Cream)  ... 

o 

9 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Bottles 

351 

— 

Vitamin  Drops  . 

1,007 

2,980 

Vitamin  A  and  D  Packets . 

668 

— 

Vitamin  C  Packets . 

25 

— 

Vitamins  A,  D  and  C  Packets 

— 

357 

Orange  Juice  Bottles  . 

18,372 

5,826 

July) 


(g)  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Worcester  and  Mid-Worcestershire 
Branch  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  and  their  inspector  Mr.  William 
Andrews,  for  their  help  given  to  the  Department  during  the 
year  and  for  their  concern  and  solicitude  in  the  care  of  the 
more  unfortunate  children  in  this  area. 

(h)  Congenital  Abnormalities 

The  following  table  shows  a  list  of  congenital  defects  graded 
according  to  the  official  classification  and  notified  to  the 
Department  of  Flealth  and  Social  Security  for  inclusion  in  the 
1972  statistics. 
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Central  Nervous  System 

Anencephalus 
Microcephalus 
Spina  Bifida 

Urino-Genital  System 

Hypospadias 


Limbs 

Talipes 
Clicking  Hip 


1 

1 

1 


1 


6 

20 


Other  Parts  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

Cleft  Palate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hare  Lip  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Oesophageal  Atresia  ...  ...  ...  I 

Other  Abnormalities 

Mongol  .  1 

Chromosomal  Abnormality  .  1 

(i)  Phenylketonuria 

Hospital  and  domiciliary  midwives  have  continued  the 
Guthrie  Blood  Test  on  all  babies,  usually  between  the  seventh 
and  fourteenth  day  of  life.  No  positive  report  has  been 
received  during  the  year,  although  for  a  few  weeks  numerous 
repeat  tests  were  requested  by  the  laboratory,  as  a  result  of 
change  of  laboratory  staff.  The  situation  was  resolved,  and  the 
usual  pattern  of  only  occasional  requests  for  repeat  testing 
ensued. 


(j)  Assessment  of  Young  Children 

This  is  a  very  important  aspect  of  our  work.  Information 
relating  to  young  children  who  may  be  unfit  for  education 
or  require  special  care,  comes  from  many  sources,  viz.  maternity 
hospitals,  general  practitioners  and  hospital  paediatric 
departments.  Another  very  important  method  of  referral  is 
by  routine  hearing  tests  performed  by  health  visitors  on  all 
children  between  7  and  8  months,  for  not  only  hearing  defects 
but  other  mental  and  physical  abnormalities  are  discovered 
on  these  occasions. 

The  records  of  children  who  are  considered  to  be  in  any  way 
at  risk  or  whose  development  is  in  doubt,  are  screened  by  a 
doctor  and  health  visitor  and  those  requiring  assessment  are 
dealt  with  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Most  of  those  approaching 
school  age  or  of  school  age,  are  seen  by  Dr.  Geoffrey  Aldridge 
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at  the  Comprehensive  Assessment  Clinic  held  at  the  School 
Clinic,  close  to  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  while  others 
are  seen  by  Dr.  Margaret  Griffiths,  consultant  paediatrician, 
at  Unity  Play  Group  or  at  Rose  Hill  School. 


Formal  testing  of  children  is  carried  out  where  necessary 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers  using  the  Ruth  Griffiths  scale, 
and  by  the  Educational  Psychologist.  Where  mental  handicap 
is  a  factor  and  a  more  elaborate  procedure  is  required,  children 
can  be  admitted  to  Lea  Castle  Hospital  for  an  observation 
period  of  one  to  two  weeks.  We  are  most  grateful  to  the 
Medical  Director,  Dr.  Gerald  Simon  and  Dr.  Margaret  Davies, 
Consultant  Psychiatrist,  for  this  facility. 


A  great  many  other  people  contribute  to  the  assessment  of 
these  children  and  in  particular  teachers  of  the  deaf,  speech 
therapists  and  physiotherapists. 

Pre-school  children 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deaf  and  Partially  Hearing  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Those  with  Epilepsy  or  severe  convulsions  ...  ...  8 

Those  suffering  from  delayed  or  abnormal  develop¬ 
ment  who  may  later  be  classified  as  Educationally 

Subnormal  23 

Down’s  Syndrome  (Mongoloid)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Physically  Handicapped  and  Delicate  : 

Fibro-cystic  disease  .  4 

Delicate  and  other  forms  of  physical  handicap  ...  13 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Disorders  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  18 

Congenital  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  (many  will  be 


cured  before  school  entry) 
Other  orthopaedic  conditions 


10 

8 
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DOMICILIARY  NURSING  SERVICES 

I  have  to  report  the  retirment  of  Miss  Olive  Keywood,  the 
Director  of  Nursing  Services,  who  has  held  this  post  since 
1960  and  whom  1  would  like  to  thank  for  the  excellent  work 
which  she  has  done  during  these  years  not  only  in  connection 
with  the  nursing  services,  but  also  with  regard  to  the  training 
cf  district  nurses  and  for  the  other  educational  and  training 
schemes  introduced  at  the  Tything  Nursing  Institute.  I  have 
pleasure  in  welcoming  her  successor.  Miss  Elizabeth  Andrews, 
who  previously  worked  for  Worcestershire  County  Council, 
and  to  whom  1  am  indebted  for  the  main  content  of  the 
following  reports  on  the  nursing  services. 

Co-operation  with  various  hospital  services  has  increased 
during  the  year  with  the  ever  present  reminder  of  the  integration 
of  the  National  Health  Service  in  April,  1974.  A  representative 
of  the  Nursing  Officers  has  attended  the  ad  hoc  Advisory 
Committee  of  Public  Health  Nursing  Officers  at  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  also  combined  meetings  with 
the  Chief  Nursing  Officers  of  the  various  Hospital  Management 
Committees.  Meetings  of  the  Group  Nursing  Administrators  of 
South  Worcestershire  Hospital  Management  Committee  and 
Senior  Nursing  Officers  of  Worcester  City  and  County  and 
Hereford  County,  have  also  been  attended.  The  Nurses’ 
Working  Party  of  the  Joint  Liaison  Committee  has  proved  a 
useful  forum. 

Education  and  Training 

The  Community  Care  Course,  planned  in  1971,  became  a 
reality  and  the  first  four  students  from  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  completed  the  ten  weeks  training  at  the  Tything 
Nursing  Institute.  During  the  initial  six  weeks  the  students 
received  theoretical  instruction  in  the  whole  field  of  community 
health  and  the  social  services,  while  the  latter  four  weeks  were 
spent  entirely  in  Home  Nursing.  This  added  experience  for  the 
nurse  in  training  should  result  in  a  greater  understanding  of  the 
needs  of  the  patient  and  the  family.  These  courses  will  continue 
to  be  held  three  times  a  year.  Our  own  nursing  staff  have 
enjoyed  the  challenge  and  stimulus  of  having  these  young 
students. 

Six  pupil  enrolled  nurses  from  Evesham  Hospital  commenced 
their  community  training  under  the  scheme  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  This  course  is 
likely  to  be  discontinued  shortly  wffien  the  hospital  ceases  to 
be  a  training  school. 
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Community  experience  has  been  arranged  for  a  number  of 
students  and  a  weekly  programme  is  organised  for  a  small 
number  of  pupil  nurses  from  St.  Wulstan's  Hospital. 

The  Severn  Valley  District  Nurse  Training  Course  for  state 
registered  and  state  enrolled  nurses  on  our  own  staff  and  four 
students  from  Worcestershire  County  Council,  commenced  in 
October. 

Miss  Delve  joined  the  staff  as  a  qualified  health  visitor  after 
successfully  completing  her  training  in  Cheltenham.  We  now 
have  two  student  health  visitors,  one  at  Birmingham  and  one 
at  Cheltenham. 

Miss  Crow  was  appointed  Nursing  Officer  (Health  Visiting) 
:n  September  and  has  since  attended  a  First  Line  Management 
Course. 

Miss  Andrews  attended  a  Research  Course  and  upon  her 
appointment  as  Director  of  Nursing  Services  attended  a  refresher 
course  in  Midwifery  in  order  to  fulfil  the  conditions  for  request¬ 
ing  a  dispensation  under  the  Midwives  (Qualifications  of 
Supervisors)  Regulations  1937  to  allow  her  to  act  as  a  non¬ 
medical  supervisor  of  midwives. 

Health  visitors,  district  nurses  and  midwives  attended 
appropriate  refresher  and  day  courses. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  for  inviting 
members  of  staff  to  attend  their  various  in-service  training 
courses,  and  these  have  been  much  appreciated. 

Midwifery 

The  national  tendency  towards  hospital  confinements  is 
reflected  in  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  babies  bom  in  the 
homes  of  the  City.  The  total  for  1972  was  88  and  462  mothers 
received  care  from  the  midwives  following  early  discharge  from 
maternity  units.  The  problem  of  ensuring  adequate  on  call 
coverage  at  night  is  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  district  nursing 
staff  who  are  qualified  midwives  (This  situation  is,  however, 
not  really  satisfactory  as  the  district  nurses  get  little  midwifery 
experience  throughout  the  year).  Discussions  have  continued 
on  the  subject  of  integrated  midwifery  training  at  Ronkswood 
Hospital. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Ambulance  Service  for  their 
assistance  in  the  transmission  of  night  calls  to  the  midwife 
concerned. 
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We  hope  next  year  to  introduce  a  revised  scheme  by  which 
domiciliary  midwives  are  attached  to  general  practices,  and  it 
may  well  be  as  an  adjunct  of  this  scheme  that  some  of  our 
deliveries  will  be  undertaken  in  the  general  practitioner 
maternity  unit  at  Shrub  Hill  Hospital. 


Home  Nursing 

This  service  continues  to  increase,  83,769  visits  were  paid 
to  1,980  patients.  In  addition,  more  work  is  being  carried  out 
in  general  practitioners’  surgeries  by  district  nursing  staff 
749  patients  received  2,318  treatments. 

Early  discharge  from  hospital  has  added  to  the  volume  of 
work  and  increased  use  is  being  made  of  sterile  dressings  and 
equipment. 

The  Night  Nursing  Service,  originally  sponsored  by  Worcester 
Round  Table  has  been  taken  over  by  the  local  authority.  By 
extending  nursing  services  to  midnight  from  Mondays  to 
Fridays,  very  ill  patients  receive  later  visits  and  those  who  have 
been  got  up  earlier  in  the  day  can  be  put  back  to  bed  at  a 
reasonable  hour.  A  total  of  74  patients  received  T291  visits 
between  the  hours  of  9.0  p.m.  and  midnight. 


Health  Visiting 

Since  its  inception,  the  work  of  the  health  visitor  has  needed 
to  be  adapted  to  meet  current  needs.  Whilst  the  basic  work 
with  mothers  and  infants  remains,  much  of  the  present  day 
emphasis  is  on  population  control.  Health  visitors  have 
attended  day  conferences,  refresher  courses  and  in-service 
training  on  family  planning  and  are,  therefore,  acquainted  with 
modern  approaches  and  methods.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  a  health  visitor  to  be  present  at  Shrub  Hill  Maternity 
Hospital  for  the  weekly  showing  of  a  film  on  Family  Planning. 

Developmental  paediatrics  is  another  field  in  which  the 
health  visitor  can  make  her  contribution  and  attendance  at 
assessment  clinics  at  Lea  Hospital  and  Unity  Play  Group  is 
welcomed  by  the  specialist  medical  staff.  Health  visitors  also 
attend  case  conferences  with  the  Social  Services  Department. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  replacing  full-time  members  of 
staff  who  left  the  district  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  use 
of  clinical  assistants  and  nurses  with  S.R.N.  qualification, 
working  under  the  direction  of  the  health  visitor,  has  enabled 
many  services  to  continue  satisfactorily.  In  her  capacity  as 
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school  nurse,  the  overall  responsibility  for  health  care  in  schools 
remains  with  the  health  visitor,  while  the  day-to-day  work  of 
inspection  and  attendance  at  school  medicals  is  undertaken 
by  the  assistant. 

An  example  of  team  work  in  the  community  nursing  services 
was  demonstrated  when  a  request  for  assistance  was  received 
from  the  staff  of  an  old  persons’  home  where  an  outbreak  of 
scabies  had  been  discovered.  Led  by  Miss  Crow,  Nursing 
Officer  (Health  Visiting),  members  of  the  district  nursing  and 
health  visiting  staff  joined  forces  and  clad  in  protective  clothing, 
they  carried  out  and  supervised  the  necessary  treatments.  Repeat 
visits  were  made  until  the  infection  had  been  controlled. 

All  health  visitors  are  trained  in  the  screening  of  hearing 
in  infants  and  young  children.  During  the  year  984  hearing 
tests  were  carried  out,  78  of  which  required  retesting.  Those 
needing  further  investigation  were  passed  to  the  teacher  of 
the  deaf,  the  general  practitioner  or  clinic  doctor  as  appropriate. 

Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation 

Seventeen  patients  seriously  ill  with  cancer,  have  had  extra 
day  and  night  services  at  a  cost  of  £346.  Hiring  of  equipment 
and  other  expenses  have  amounted  to  £14.  Donations  continue 
to  be  received  from  local  sources  and  this  year  totalled  £172. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment 

Loans  of  nursing  equipment  totalled  1842  from  a  stock  of 
668  items,  which  include  bed  blocks,  hoists,  sheepskins,  wheel¬ 
chairs,  etc.  Incontinence  sheets,  pads  and  pants  have  also  been 
made  available  to  parents  of  handicapped  children. 

Section  26  —  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Every  year  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
publish  their  Community  Health  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Statistics  in  relation  to  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and 
poliomyelitis.  I  quote  below  the  figures  for  Worcester  City 
in  relation  to  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 


PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  BORN  IN 

1970  AND  VACCINATED  BY  31.12.72 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

England 

79 

81 

80 

WORCESTER 

100 

100 

101 

Record  of  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  1972 
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It  will  be  seen  that  our  staff  and  our  colleagues  in  general 
practice  have  successfully  maintained  the  high  rates  of  former 
years. 


B.C.G. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  supplied  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Act  is  also  carried  out  and  it  is  perhaps  more 
appropriate  to  include  the  results  of  this  with  the  other  forms 
of  immunisation  in  this  particular  section.  Statistics  are  quoted 
below. 


A.  CONTACTS  (Circular  19/64) 

(i)  Skin  tested 

24 

(ii) 

Found  positive  . 

•  .  . 

3 

(iii) 

Found  Negative  . 

•  .  • 

15 

(iv) 

Vaccinated  . 

•  •  • 

14 

(v) 

Babies  vaccinated  at  birth 

•  .  . 

2 

B.  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AND  STUDENTS  Circular  19/ 

(i) 

Skin  tested  . 

•  •  • 

...  1384 

(■i) 

Found  Positive  . 

... 

...  185 

(iii) 

Found  Negative  . 

•  a  • 

...  1141 

(v) 

Vaccinated  . 

•  •  • 

...  1115 

Section  27  —  Ambulance  Service 

The  Worcester  City  and  District  Voluntary  Ambulance 
Service  is  responsible  for  this  work  under  an  agency  agreement 
with  the  City  Council.  The  service  covers  the  southern  part 
of  the  County  as  well  as  the  entire  City  area.  Its  ability  to 
function  efficiently  at  a  very  economic  level  is  due  to  genera! 
support  by  volunteer  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  who  give  valuable 
and  effective  help  mainly  in  the  evenings  and  weekend  periods. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Hutchison,  Ambulance  Officer,  reports  : 

Although  the  number  of  patients  conveyed  in  1972  shows  a 
reduction  on  1971,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  special 
circumstances  mentioned  in  1971  were  not  in  being  during  1972. 
There  is,  therefore,  a  slight  increase  of  patients  over  1970, 
which  represented  an  average  year’s  work.  There  was  an 
increase  of  journeys  involving  longer  distances  and  this  is  the 
main  cause  of  increased  mileage. 
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Vehicles  : 

The  present  fleet  strength  is  as  follows  : 

8  Stretcher/ Sitting  Case  Ambulances  stretcher  2  berth 
1  Single  Stretcher  Long  Distance  Ambulance 
1  Sitting  Case  Ambulance 

During  1972  the  single  stretcher  Humber  ambulance  was 
replaced  by  a  Peugeot  504  Estate  suitably  converted  for  long 
distance  work. 

Staff  : 

In  spite  of  the  reduction  of  patients  carried  last  year,  the 
training  programme  has  lagged  behind  mainly  for  two  reasons 
—  (a)  availability  of  manpower  and  (b)  number  of  six  week 
courses  available.  Nevertheless  we  are  maintaining  our  position 
to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 

Training  : 

During  the  year  three  members  of  the  full-time  staff  attended 
six  week  training  courses  and  one  member  attended  a  two  week 
course  at  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
approved  Training  School  at  Birmingham.  In  addition,  most 
of  the  staff  attended  a  one  week  course  run  by  the  County 
Ambulance  Service  to  help  keep  them  up  to  date  with  new 
techniques. 

Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  : 

Although  the  appropriate  Act  has  yet  to  be  passed, 
consultative  documents  are  already  being  circulated  including 
the  Grey  Book  entitled  ‘Management  Arrangements  for  the 
Reorganised  National  Health  Service’.  The  Voluntary 
Committee  and  members  of  the  staff,  including  the  volunteers, 
are  naturally  concerned  as  to  what  the  future  will  be  when 
reorganisation  takes  place.  At  the  moment  there  is  little 
information  available  on  this  point  and  it  is  hoped  that 


guidance  will  be  forthcoming  from 
and  Social  Security  in  1973. 

Cases  undertaken  during  the  year  : 

the  Department 

of  Health 

1972 

1971 

Accident  or  Emergency  Cases  ... 

1,399 

(1,296) 

Infectious  Cases 

982 

(1,593) 

Others  . 

...  25,460 

(26,901) 

2,7841 

(29,790) 
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Sitting  Cases  . 

...  21,177 

(22,774) 

Sitter  2  Cases 

2,161 

(2,437) 

Stretcher  Cases  ... 

4,503 

(4,579) 

Journeys 

6,802 

(6,983) 

Total  Mileage  including  Residue 

...  109,538 

(104,781) 

Average  Miles  per  patient 

3.93 

(3.52) 

General  Ambulance  Service  : 

During  the  year  1,532  patients  were 

carried  over 

a  distance 

of  47,698  miles  at  a  cost  of  £2,489.26. 

Section  28  —  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 

(a)  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 

Four  persons  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1963 

15 

6 

r 

im 

0 

1964 

20 

5 

2 

0 

1965 

15 

5 

1 

0 

1966 

20 

4 

3 

0 

1967 

16 

1 

4 

0 

1968 

15 

2 

3 

3 

1969 

8 

4 

5 

2 

1970 

8 

o 

3 

2 

1971 

10 

1 

1 

0 

1972 

After  Care 

5 

1 

4 

1 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  14  patients  were  being  supplied  with 
free  milk.  Clothing,  bedding  and  nursing  aids  remain  available 
as  necessary. 

(b)  Convalescence 

Thirteen  patients  were  sent  for  convalescence  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Health  Committee,  while  others  were  sent  by 
various  Charities,  for  whose  help  we  are  most  grateful. 

(c)  Health  Education 

Apart  from  the  lectures,  talks  and  discussions  given  by  our 
doctors,  health  visitors  and  public  health  inspectors,  a  continuing 
programme  of  health  education  is  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Catherine 
Christopher,  Health  Education  Officer,  to  whom  I  am  grateful 
for  the  following  report. 
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Child  Health  Clinics 

The  monthly  series  of  Health  Education  Themes  continue 
and  cover  subjects  ranging  from  Family  Planning  to  Safe  Toys. 

Mothercraft  Classes 

The  two  Mothercraft  Classes  run  at  St.  John’s  Clinic  and 
The  Tything  Nursing  Institute  continue  to  be  very  popular 
and  are  well  organised  by  the  Health  Visitors  concerned. 

Fathers  nights  were  given  with  every  course  usually  about 
every  six  weeks. 

Museum 

The  staff  of  the  Museum  give  unstinting  help  and  support  in 
arranging  Health  Education  Themes  in  conjunction  with 
historical  articles.  These  are  extremely  popular  with  the  young 
school  children,  who  are  encouraged  to  go  and  see  “what’s 
on”  —  one  hopes  it  will  then  be  a  natural  step  to  go  into 
the  Library  and  use  the  books. 

Sincere  thanks  to  all  who  help. 

Shrub  Hill  Maternity  Unit 

At  the  request  of  the  Sister  in  Charge  the  Film  “Every 
Baby  a  Wanted  Baby”  was  shown  to  the  General  Practitioners 
to  see  whether  they  would  allow  it  shown  in  the  unit,  every 
week,  to  their  patients.  The  doctors  agreed  to  have  a  trial 
run  of  six  months,  and  as  the  subject  of  this  film  was  the 
various  methods  of  contraception,  they  felt  that  a  Health 
Visitor  should  be  present  to  answer  any  queries. 

This  film  has  been  shown  weekly  since  and  the  response  has 
been  good  —  so  much  so  that  at  least  two  mothers  of  large 
families  who  were  previously  resistent  to  family  planning 
advice,  made  up  their  own  minds,  and  approached  their  G.P.’s 
for  consultation  on  a  particular  method. 

Sister  feels  that  Shrub  Hill  is  a  good  catchment  area  and 
that  more  can  be  learnt  in  a  half-an-hour  film  than  all  the 
talking  in  the  world. 

General  Public 

There  have  been  lectures,  talks  and  discussions  given  by 
various  members  of  the  department  to  the  following  groups. 

Red  Cross  Society 
Darby  and  Joan  Clubs 
British  Legion 
Brownies 
Guides 

Rangers  and 

The  Metal  Box  Company 


37 


College  of  Education 

Series  of  talks  and  demonstrations  to  the  First  and  Second 
Year  Students  on 

Home  Nursing 
First  Aid 

Technical  College 

First  Aid  in  the  Playgroup 
This  was  given  to  two  groups  of  playgroup  helpers. 

Giffard  Hotel 

An  enjoyable  evening  was  organised  by  the  John  Wyeth 
Company.  The  theme  of  the  evening  was  the  Dysmature 
Infant. 

Dr.  G.  Aldridge  gave  a  very  informative  and  interesting  talk 
on  this  subject  and  then  the  new  film  The  Dysmature  Infant 
was  shown. 

A  buffet  supper  followed  during  which  there  was  free 
discussion. 

Health  Visitors,  Midwives,  Gynaecologist  and  Doctors,  from 
the  local  hospitals  and  the  County  attended. 

Youth  Clubs 

A  series  of  films  and  discussions  were  shown  to  the  three 
Youth  Clubs  in  the  City,  and  the  programme  was  as  follows  : — 

1.  Conception,  growth  and  Labour 

2.  The  problems  of  an  unwanted  pregnancy 

3.  Family  Planning 

4.  The  Venereal  Diseases 

5.  Smoking 

6.  Drugs  and  Alcohol 

Summary  : 

Health  Education  is  such  a  very  wide  subject  and  covers  so 
many  aspects  that  it  is  difficult  to  assess  how  much  of  this  work 
is  being  done  directly  or  indirectly  —  or  the  results.  It  can  only 
be  hoped  that  the  public  will  become  even  more  aware  of  health 
in  the  mental,  physical  and  social  sense  and  will  desire  greater 
knowledge  of  these  subjects. 

Health  Education  as  it  concerns  school  children  is  dealt 
with  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer. 
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(d)  Chiropody  : 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  N.  G.  O.  Gilbert  for  the  following 
report  on  the  Chiropody  Service. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  1972  was  1,603,  and 
a  total  of  6,215  treatments  given  of  which  2,012  were  domiciliary 
treatments.  The  rise  in  the  number  of  patients  and  treatments 
over  last  year  was  not  dramatic  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff. 
The  service  has  been  under  some  strain  and  the  very  best  has 
been  achieved  by  the  chiropodists,  but  we  still  have  a  consider¬ 
able  waiting  list. 

At  this  point  I  welcome  Mrs.  Chiltern  to  our  staff  and  wish 
her  the  best  of  luck  with  the  waiting  list. 

As  far  as  can  be  seen  there  will  be  no  significant  change 
in  the  chiropody  scheme  when  the  City  is  absorbed  by  the  new 
County,  so  I  hope  that  the  excellent  service  our  patients  receive 
will  continue. 

(e)  Cervical  Cytology 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Margaret  Bartholomew  for  the  following 
report  : 

The  clinic  is  held  in  the  Health  Centre  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  when  we  were  rejoined  by  Dr.  Phyllis  Cox,  we 
were  able  to  increase  the  work  by  two  sessions  a  month.  This 
has  made  quite  a  contribution  in  getting  our  waiting  lists  down 
and  helped  us  to  tackle  some  of  the  pre-computer  recalls,  those 
prior  to  April,  1967. 

Statistics  : 


Year 

1971- 1972 

1972- 1973 


City  County  Total 

741  529  1270 

748  652  1400 


We  are  also  enquiring  more  closely  into  information  relating 
to  carcinoma  of  the  breast  —  age  of  first  pregnancy,  history 
of  breast  feeding,  previous  breast  troubles,  family  history  of 
breast  disease.  This  information  might  be  interesting  and  useful 
after  a  set  period  of  time. 

Over  the  period  May,  1972  to  April,  1973,  we  have  broken 
down  our  attendances  into  an  under  35  and  an  over  35  age 
group  and  also  divided  them  roughly  into  social  groups  1,  2 
and  3. 
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A  total  of  1,434  smears  were  involved  : 


Under  35 
Over  35 


282 

1152 


1434 


Groups  1 
2 
3 


148 

794 

492 


1434 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  our  patients 
come  from  the  middle  class  and  are  over  35. 

We  have  also  had  a  successful  double  session  visit  to  the 
Midlands  Electricity  Board. 

(f)  Clinic  for  the  Retired 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Barbara  Croft  for  her  report  on  the 
work  of  this  Clinic. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  continued  to  have  Clinics  at 
which  citizens  of  65  years  of  age  and  over  may  attend  for  a 
medical  examination  and  discussion  of  any  social  problems. 
The  quality  of  life  of  the  retired  person  is  discussed  and  any 
suggestions  that  may  be  of  help  to  improve  this  are  put  forward. 

The  dietary  habits  of  the  person  attending  the  clinic  are 
ascertained  and  advice  given  if  necessary. 

Finance,  housing  and  benefits  available  to  the  retired  are 
mentioned  and  the  amount  of  activity  in  the  community  is 
noted.  The  daily  exercise  taken  is  also  discussed. 

Next  tests  are  made  of  eyes,  hearing,  height  and  weight  and 
urine.  Finally  a  general  medical  examination  follows  together 
with  a  blood  test.  Any  necessary  investigations  following  this 
are  done  by  the  patient’s  own  doctor  who  is  notified  of  every 
attendance  at  the  clinic. 
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This  year  we  have  seen  90  patients  and  in  the  following  age 
groups  : 


Men 


Women 


64  years 
and  under 

65—69 

years 

70—74 

years 

75—79 

years 

80  years 
and  over 

2 

18 

9 

6 

. 

J 

9 

16 

14 

9 

1 

Of  these,  61  patients  were  living  in  privately  owned  houses, 
17  were  living  in  Corporation  owned  houses,  11  were  living  in 
rented  houses  and  one  was  living  in  lodgings. 


64  years 
and  under 

65—69 

years 

70—74 

years 

75—79 

years 

80  years 
and  over 

Living  with  spouse 

9 

23 

9 

6 

o 

Am 

Living  alone 

2 

7 

11 

8 

1 

Living  with  relatives 

— 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Living  in  lodgings 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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The  complaints  detected  were  : 


Under 

65  years 

65 — 69 
years 

70—74 

years 

75—79 

years 

80  years 
and  over 

Overweight 

4 

9 

9 

3 

1 

Underweight 

1 

— 

2 

— - 

2 

Osteoarthritis 

a 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Deafness — severe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hypertension 

2 

9 

7 

4 

2 

Anaemia 

— 

9 

im. 

1 

2 

9 

AM 

Varicose  Veins 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Gastro-intestinal 

disorders 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Prostate 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— - 

Gynaecological 

disorder 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Urinary  disorders 

— 

4 

2 

Am 

1 

3 

Neurological  disorder 

— 

— • 

2 

1 

— - 

Depression 

— - 

1 

9 

— ■ 

— 

Eye  disorders 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Cardiac  disorder 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Respiratory  disorder 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Foot  disorder  needing 
chiropody 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Carcinoma  of  breast 

— 

— * 

2 

— 

— • 

Diabetes  and  Thyroid 
disease 

7 

2 

— 

3 

1 

Ataxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Social  Services 

informed 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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I  would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Holmes  our  Health  Visitor,  Mrs. 
Ball,  Mrs.  Havas  and  Mrs.  Lock,  our  Nursing  Staff,  and  Mrs. 
Daniels  doing  secretarial  work,  for  all  their  enthusiasm  in 
running  this  Clinic. 


(g)  Blood  Transfusion  Service 

In  October  we  received  a  visit  from  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Blood  Transfusion  Service  when  110  Worcester  Corporation 
volunteer  blood  donors  came  forward.  Of  these,  100  were 
able  to  make  a  most  welcome  contribution  to  the  blood  bank. 
The  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  has  requested  that 
blood  donor  sessions  are  held  at  six  monthly  intervals  in  the 
future. 


(h)  Mobile  Chest  Radiology  Service 

The  Mobile  Chest  Radiology  Unit  came  to  the  City  in 
June  when  1,201  Worcester  Corporation  employees  were 
X-rayed.  This  number  included  : 

560  teachers  and  others  working  in  contact  with  children 
121  Health  Department  employees 
520  others 


I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  McDowell,  the  Medical  Director,  and 
to  his  staff,  for  carrying  out  this  survey. 


OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

With  the  approval  of  the  general  practitioners  of  Worcester, 
the  City  Council  agreed  to  the  provision  of  an  occupational 
health  service  to  enable  staff  to  seek  reassurance  as  to  their 
health  in  relation  to  their  employment.  Attendance  would  be 
on  a  voluntary  and  confidential  basis  and  to  make  certain  of 
the  latter  consent  was  given  to  the  appointment  of  one  of  the 
doctors  in  general  practice  for  this  purpose.  Dr.  B.  S.  Bennett 
has  now  undertaken  this  work  on  my  behalf  and  I  am  most 
grateful  to  him  for  the  following  report. 

A  total  of  80  Council  Employees  were  examined  during  the 
initial  nine  months  of  this  weekly  clinic.  All  were  volunteers 
in  response  to  a  circular  letter. 
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ten 


;omen 


otal 


In  addition  to  routine  examination  the  following  were 
performed  : — 

E.C.G.  on  patients  over  40  years  of  age.  Chest  X-Ray  —  All 
Council  employees  are  covered  by  mass  miniature  radiography, 
but  additional  examination  was  thought  necessary  in  two  cases. 

As  a  matter  of  policy  any  defects  in  health  were  notified  to 
the  patients’  own  Doctor  for  further  action  to  be  taken  if 
necessary. 


The  following  defects  in  health  were  found  : 


Defect 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-60 

61  + 

Total 

Dbesity 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

8(10%) 

Deafness 

— 

1 

2 

5 

— 

8 

dypertension* 

1 

— 

2 

5 

— 

8(10%) 

Gastro  Intestinal 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

gynaecological 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cardiac 

— 

— 

1 

9 

— 

3 

1 

Respiratory 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

derniae 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

S 

Glycosuria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ghest  X-Ray 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

0 

Jm* 

Note  *  Of  these  two  had  been  previously  diagnosed.  The 
remaining  six  were  previously  undetected  cases  (5 
men,  1  woman).  3  had  albuminuria. 

The  patient  under  30  also  appears  under  obesity. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Lock  and  her  staff  and  Mrs. 
Daniels,  all  of  the  Health  Centre,  for  their  assistance. 


21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-60 

61  + 

Total 

3 

7 

30 

22 

6 

ON 

OO 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

12 

4 

8 

35 

26 

7 

80 

1 

* 
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CHARITIES 

We  are  all  most  grateful  for  the  continuing  support  given  to 
us  by  the  Charity  of  St.  Michael-in-Bedwardine,  in  particular 
to  the  Trustees  and  their  Clerk,  .Mr.  Allan  Jones,  to  whom  we 
often  have  to  make  reference  in  difficult  and  occasionally  even 
bizarre  cases.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Bonaker  Trust 
for  their  frequent  help  during  the  year  and  in  this  context. 
Colonel  Burlingham  and  Mr.  Lawley  have  always  been  most 
sympathetic  and  generous  to  our  pleas. 


VOLUTARY  ORGANISATIONS 

Drug  Advisory  Service 

In  1970,  the  then  Chairman  of  Health  Committee,  Councillor 
D.  B.  Caughey,  started  an  informal  committee  to  survey  and 
moderate  the  illicit  taking  of  drugs  in  the  City  of  Worcester. 
The  membership  was  very  representative  and  included  the 
police.  Probation  Service,  social  workers,  representatives  of 
voluntary  organisations  and  appropriate  Chief  Officers  of  the 
City.  In  1971,  it  seemed  worth  while  to  extend  the  work  of  the 
Committee  and  with  the  help  of  a  well  known  voluntary 
organisation  we  were  able  to  institute  an  Advisory  Service  so 
that  any  person  worried  about  drug  taking,  either  the  patient 
or  a  relative,  could  obtain  immediate  and  confidential  advice 
by  making  a  phone  call.  At  the  same  time  a  doctor  working 
in  the  Health  Department  who  had  particular  experience  of 
this  problem,  agreed  to  deal  with  those  referred  from  the 
Advisory  Service. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  continued  through  the  year  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  period  when  a  number  of  offenders 
were  brought  before  the  Courts,  the  situation  remained 
relatively  unchanged.  There  are  a  number  of  young  people 
who  experiment  and  a  few  who  take  drugs  on  a  more  regular 
basis. 

Worcester  Samaritans 

Ouring  the  year  the  Samaritans  were  faced  with  various 
difficulties  arising  from  the  inadequacy  of  their  existing 
premises,  but  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Health  Committee 
we  were  able  to  offer  them  accommodation  in  The  Tything 
Nursing  Institute  which  has  proved  much  more  satisfactory. 
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Worcester  Committee  on  Alcoholism 

The  main  purpose  of  the  Worcester  Committee  on  Alcoholism 
is  to  keep  the  problems  resulting  from  this  condition 
continuously  before  the  public  eye  and  to  ensure  that  those 
who  have  a  serious  drinking  problem  should  seek  help  as 
soon  as  possible.  With  this  in  mind  the  Worcester  Information 
Centre  was  started  in  Church  House  last  year  and  has  since 
been  maintained  by  a  devoted  contingent  of  volunteers,  many 
of  whom  are  members  of  either  AA  or  Al.  Anon.  Since  the 
Centre  is  open  four  evenings  a  week  and  one  afternoon,  the 
demand  on  their  time  is  heavy  and  the  service  provided  very 
dependent  on  their  generosity  in  this  respect. 


The  summary  of  the  year’s  work  is  as  follows  : 

Male  Female 


Summary  Alcoholics  5  1 

Relatives 

Wives  re  husbands  6 

Husband  re  wife  3 

Mother  re  son  1 

Miscellaneous  Calls  4 


Total 

6 


10 

4 

20 


On  the  11th  December,  1972,  the  Committee  convened  a 
public  meeting  which  was  held  at  the  Charles  Hastings 
Memorial  Centre,  Ronkswood  Hospital,  under  the  Chairman¬ 
ship  of  the  Bishop  of  Worcester.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  Dennis 
Currie,  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  Powick  Hospital,  a  member 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  and  Mr.  Timothy 
Cook,  Director  of  the  Alcoholics  Recovery  Project,  London. 
The  subject  of  the  meeting  was  Alcoholism,  the  Neglected 
Illness.  About  130  persons  attended. 

The  Committee  is  anxious  to  extend  the  scope  of  their 
work  and  have  contacted  the  Director  of  Social  Services  of 
the  new  County  in  the  hope  that  a  service  embracing  the 
whole  area  can  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible.  At  the 
same  time  the  Committee  have  been  in  touch  with  the  National 
Council  on  Alcoholism  and  hope  soon  to  be  an  Area  Branch 
of  this  body  and  thereby  eligible  for  the  financial  grants  which 
the  Government  would  dispense  by  way  of  this  organisation. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1972,  classified  in  age  groups. 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 
Age  Groups 
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Notifiable  Discaie 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Paralytic) 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis  (infective) 

Acute  Encephalitis  (post 

infective) 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fevers  .  . 
Paratyphoid  Fever 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Respiratory) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Infective  Jaundice 

Totals  . . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing 
co-operation  given  to  this  Department  by  Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson, 
Director  of  the  Worcester  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  his 
staff. 

It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  in  this  chapter  of  the  Report  1 
have  nothing  but  good  news  as  there  has  been  a  general 
decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

Diphtheria  :  For  the  twenty-first  successive  year  there  has  been 
no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  City. 

Scarlet  Fever  :  There  were  64  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  none  of 
which  were  in  any  way  severe. 

Whooping  Cough  :  One  case  of  whooping  cough  was  notified. 

Measles  :  Last  year  there  were  898  cases  of  measles  and  this 
year  only  106.  While  acknowledging  that  measles  tends 
to  be  more  common  every  second  year,  I  feel  sure  that 
some  part  of  the  disparity  is  due  to  the  success  of  our 
immunisation  campaign. 

Dysentery  :  Eight  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  in  1971  and 
eight  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  in  1972. 

Infectious  hepatitis  :  198  cases  were  notified  in  1971,  but  this 
outbreak  seems  to  have  at  least  spent  itself  and  we  were 
down  to  38  cases  in  1972. 

Food  Poisoning  :  Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Venereal  Disease  :  Somewhat  to  my  surprise  there  is  actually 
a  decrease  in  the  figures  for  gonorrhoea  this  year  and 
errant  citizens  are  to  be  congratulated  either  on  their 
restraint  or  good  luck. 

First  attendances  at  the  Special  Clinic  at  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  were  as  follows  : 


1972 

1971 

1970 

Syphilis  . 

1 

4 

— 

Gonorrhoea  . 

80 

106 

36 

Other  Venereal  Diseases  ... 

339 

240 

148 
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OTHER  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  SERVICES 

(a)  Housing  Reports 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  adviser  to  the  Housing 
Committee  and  its  officers  in  the  allocation  of  extra  medical 
points  to  applicants  for  Council  housing.  This  is  a  very  useful 
adjunct  of  my  work  as  it  brings  me  into  contact  with  many  ill 
or  troubled  persons  who  may  need  other  forms  of  help  as  well 
as  housing.  During  the  year,  220  applications  of  this  nature 
were  investigated,  in  addition  to  numerous  requests  for  a 
transfer  to  other  accommodation  also  on  medical  grounds. 

(b)  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  five  private  Nursing  Homes  within  the  confines 
of  the  City  all  of  which  were  inspected  at  appropriate  intervals. 

(c)  Examination  of  plans 

All  plans  are  vetted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  is  a  very  useful  chore  and 
during  1972,  1,781  were  scrutinised. 

(d)  Medical  Examinations 

Health  Department  medical  staff  examined  361  local  authority 
staff  for  fitness  to  take  up  new  appointments,  and  76  persons 
for  fitness  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  or  to  attend  training 
colleges. 

(e)  Cremations 

1,418  medical  certificates  were  scrutinised  by  the  Medical 
Referee  and  his  Deputy  during  the  year. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Report  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Marsden,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i..  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

North  of  the  City  Sewerage  Scheme  Stage  1  is  completed 
and  Stage  II  is  scheduled  to  commence  in  the  autumn  of  1973. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  City  Engineer  for  the  provision  of 
a  dozen  manholes  on  the  old  sewers  in  the  Pitmaston  Road 
area.  Not  only  will  the  new  manholes  provide  access  for  the 
removal  of  decades  of  silt  deposits  and  thus  facilitate  the 
drainage  from  the  houses,  but  will  also  provide  a  better  means 
of  rodent  control  in  the  sewers. 
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During  the  year  9  houses  which  relied  on  septic  tanks  were 
connected  to  the  city  sewers. 

There  are  no  houses  which  have  to  rely  on  pail  closets. 

Offensive  Trades 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  premises  were  in 
operation  : 

Old  Annual 
Established  Licence  Total 

Fellmongers  .  1  —  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  —  2  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers  —  1  1 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1951 

There  is  one  establishment  registered  under  the  Rag  Flock 
Act. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

There  are  no  establishments  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Eight  premises  are  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  have 
been  inspected. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1958 

Fifteen  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  above  Act. 

Riding  Establishments  Acts,  1964-1970 

There  is  one  establishment  licensed  by  the  Health  Committee. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956-1968 
Industrial 

1.  Dark  Number  of  contraventions  recorded  5 

smoke  (a)  successful  prosecutions  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  unsuccessful  prosecutions  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Furnaces  (a)  notifications  received  ...  ...  ...  7 

(Section  3)  (b)  application  for  prior  approval  ...  7 

(c)  number  of  applications  granted  ...  7 

3.  Grit  and 

Dust  (a)  number  of  contraventions  ...  ...  Nil 

emissions  (b)  successful  prosecutions  .  Nil 

(c)  unsuccessful  prosecutions  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Arrestment 

Plant  (a)  number  of  plans  submitted .  1 

(b)  number  of  cases  in  which  alterations 

were  required  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  number  approved  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Height  of  (a)  number  of  applications  .  5 

chimneys  (b)  number  of  cases  in  which  alterations 

were  required  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  number  approved  ...  ...  ...  5 

(d)  number  of  chimneys  erected  not  com¬ 
plying  with  the  approved  plans  ...  Nil 

(e)  number  of  chimneys  erected  outside 

control  Nil 

Nil 


Domestic 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Registrations  and  General  Inspections 
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Number  of  Visits  (including  General  Inspections)  *males  3,766,  females  6,559. 


51 

Appendix  “A” 

Infringements  of  the  Act  and  Regulations  made  thereunder 
Number  of  Notices  served  —  26 
Number  of  Defects  found  —  259 

No.  of 
Defects 


Section  4  (Cleanliness)  .  lb 

Section  5  (Overcrowding)  . Nil 

Section  6  (Temperature)  .  24 

Section  7  (Ventilation)  . ..  25 

Section  8  (Lighting)  .  10 

Section  9  (Sanitary  Accommodation)  ...  19 

Section  10  (Washing  Facilities)  .  16 

Section  11  (Drinking  Water)  .  5 

Section  12  (Clothing  Accommodation)  ...  5 

Section  15  (Eating  Facilities)  .  Nil 

Section  16  (Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs)  ...  26 

Section  17  (Fencing  of  Machinery) .  7 

Section  24  (First  Aid)  .  29 

Section  49  (Registration)  .  12 

Section  50  (Abstract  of  the  Act)  ...  24 

Miscellaneous  36 

Hoists  and  Lifts  .  3 


Appendix  “  B  ” 

Accidents 

Number  of  Accidents  Notified  - - —  53 

Number  of  Accidents  Investigated  —  35 

(16  Accidents  were  not  investigated  due  either  to  late  notifica¬ 
tion  or  to  being  of  a  trivial  nature.) 


Persons  sustaining  Injury 

Man  .  20 

Woman  ...  ...  31 

Boy  Nil 

Girl  2 


Place  of  Accident 
Office 

Shop  .  1 

Warehouse  ...  29 

Catering  Estab.  ...  1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  Nil 


oo 


Type  of  Accident 
Falls 


Striking  against  an  object  or  being  struck 

by  an  object  . 

Machinery  and  Transport  . 

Use  of  Hand  Tools  . 

Handling  Goods 
Not  otherwise  specified 

Mature  of  Injury 

Fractured  Limbs 
Sprains  and  Strains 

Open  Wounds  . 

Bruising,  Crushing  and  Concussion 

Internal  Injury  . 

Amputation 
Multiple  Injuries 
Foreign  body  in  eye 

Site  of  Injury 
Head 

Back  . ,  . 

Upper  Limbs  . 

Lower  Limbs  . 

Multiple  Injuries 
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Factories  Act,  1961. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in 

which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local 

Authorities  . . . 

12 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 
in  which 

Section  7  is 
enforced  by 

the  Local 
Authority 

339 

42 

18 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which 

Section  7  is 

enforced  by 

the  Local 

Authority 

(excluding 

outworkers’ 

premises) 

14 

6 

Total 

365 

48 

18 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134). 
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Record  of  Environmental  Health  Inspections  for  1972 


No.  of 
Visits 

1. 

Public  Health  Acts  1936  to  1961 

(a) 

Drainage 

. .  . 

...  667 

fb) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

.  .  . 

24 

(c) 

Nuisances 

...  1557 

(d) 

Infectious  disease 

...  436 

(e) 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection 

235 

(f) 

Water  samples  :  main  . 

12 

(g) 

swimming  pools 

37 

(h) 

miscellaneous 

14 

(j) 

Miscellaneous 

...  459 

(k) 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

2 

Housing  Acts  1957-1969 

(a) 

Clearance  Areas 

10 

(b) 

Individual  Unfit  . 

...  264 

(c) 

Houses  in  multi-occupation  ... 

372 

(d) 

Improvement  Areas  . 

101 

(e) 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

...  392 

(0 

Qualification  Certificates 

204 

(g) 

Provisional  Qualification  Certificates 

34 

(h) 

Miscellaneous 

...  356 

3. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

(a) 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

•  •  • 

...  994 

(b) 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 

Delivery 

Vehicles)  Regs.  . 

113 

(c) 

Food  examination 

...  264 

(d) 

Food  complaints 

...  207 

(e) 

Food  poisoning  . 

4 

(f) 

Slaughterhouses  Hygiene  Regulations 

49 

(g) 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations 

21 

(h) 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  etc.  ... 

64 

(j) 

Milk  Samples — Chemical 

32 

(k) 

Milk  Samples— Bacteriological 

...  246 
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(l)  Ice  Cream  Samples — Chemical  .  4 

(m)  Ice  Cream  Samples — Bacteriological  ...  ...  9 

(n)  Other  Food  Samples— Chemical  .  47 

(o)  Other  Food  Samples— Bacteriological  .  27 

(p)  Bacteriological  Swabs  .  Nil 

(q)  Imported  Food  Regulations .  79 

4.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

(a)  General  Inspections  79 

(b)  Accidents  .  35 

(c)  Inspections  .  333 

5.  Factories  Act,  1961 

(a)  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(b)  Non-power  .  Nil 

(c)  Construction  Sites  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

6.  Clean  Air  Acts,  1956-1968 

(a)  General  Inspections  and  Observations  .  90 

(b)  Prior  approval  7 

7.  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

(a)  Industrial  .  169 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

8.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

(a)  Inspections  .  Nil 

(b)  Samples  Nil 

9.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

(a)  Inspections  231 

10.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act 

(a)  Samples  10 

11.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

(a)  Inspections  .  20 
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12.  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

(a)  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 3.  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

(a)  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

14.  Worcester  Corporation  Act,  1951 

(a)  Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

15.  The  Standards  for  School  Premises  Regulations, 

1959 

(a)  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

1 6.  General 

(a)  Special  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

(b)  Court  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  Lectures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Notices  served  and  Summary  of  Work  carried  out 
during  the  Year 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Number  of  Notice  Letters  Re  :  Noise .  47 

Re  :  Houses  in  Multiple 

Occupation  48 

Re  :  Housing  Defects  ...  169 

Re  :  Improvement  Grants 

and  Qualification 

Certificates  222 

Re :  Food  Complaints  ...  87 

Re  :  Food  Hygiene  ...  260 

Re:  Factories  .  17 

Re  :  Miscellaneous 

Nuisances  128 

Re :  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  Premises  Act  76 

Re :  Clean  Air  Act  ...  36 

Re  :  Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act  51 

Re :  Plans  80 
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Number  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39 

Section  44 
Section  45 
Section  83 
Section  89 
Section  93 
Section  138 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  17 

Section  26 

Worcester  Corporation 
Act,  1951 

Housing  Act,  1957 


Housing  Act,  1961 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 


Section  104 
Section  1 1 9 
Section  9 
Section  90 
Section  159 
Section  15 
Section  19 
Section  16 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1 
Food  Hygiene  Regs.,  1970,  Reg.  25  ... 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


963 


15 

1 

1 

1 

37 

Nil 

12 

5 

Nil 

2 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

o 

26 

1 

7 


Number  of  complaints  received 

and  investigated 

625 

Number  of  Notices  sent  regarding  infectious  disease 

55 

Keeping  of  Animals 

...  ...  •  • .  ... 

12 

Accumulations 

•••  . • .  ...  ... 

50 

Vermin 

•••  « • •  ...  ... 

30 

Rats  and  Mice 

. . .  ...  ...  .  .  . 

45 

Dustbins 

...  ...  ...  ••• 

3 

Drains  Cleared 

.  .  .  * , .  ...  .  i  • 

42 

Drains  Repaired 

•••  . . •  •••  ... 

37 

Water  Closets 

.  .  .  ...  ...  ••• 

33 

Cesspools 

•  ••  •••  •••  •  *  • 

Nil 

Septic  Tanks 

...  • • •  ...  ••• 

Nil 

Water  Supply 

...  ...  ...  . . . 

**> 

Paving 

•••  . . .  ...  ... 

11 
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Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  52 

Spoutings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Chimneys  10 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Windows  60 

Floors  30 

Walls,  External  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Walls,  Internal  .  36 

Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Staircases  9 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fireplaces  Nil 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Clean  Air  ...  .  9 

Noise  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Factories:  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  10 

Welfare  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  : 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Heating  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Lighting  10 

Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Accommodation  for  Clothing  .  5 

Seating  Nil 

Cleanliness  18 

Washing  Facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Drinking  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Eating  Facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No  Abstract  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Stairs  and  Floors  etc.  .  26 


61 


Fencing  7 

First  Aid  .  29 

Registration  12 

Machinery  3 

Miscellaneous  36 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  : 

Wash  hand  basins  .  55 

Sinks  18 

Internal  Structural  Repairs  .  160 

Cleanliness  .  183 

First  Aid  Equipment .  25 

Hot  and  Cold  Water .  57 

Equipment  .  71 

Personal  Hygiene  .  47 

Clothing  Accommodation  .  6 

Mobile  food  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pest  Control 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  one  Pest  Officer  and  one  Pest  Operative. 

Number  of  Complaints  received .  831 

Number  of  Inspections  carried  out  .  1111 

Number  of  Treatments  carried  out  .  1069 

Types  of  Properties  Treated  : 

Number  of  Treatments  (Local  Authority  Properties)  ...  159 

Number  of  Treatments  (Dwelling  Houses)  .  831 

Number  of  Treatments  (Business  Premises)  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  re-visits  during  treatments  ...  ...  ...  2493 

Number  of  Smoke  and  Drain  Tests  .  18 

Number  of  Inspections  made  with  no  treatments  ...  42 

Number  of  Treatments  to  River,  Canal  and  Brook  Banks  96 

Inspections  and  Treatments  to  Tips,  Allotments,  Playing 

Fields  and  Parks  .  184 

These  figures  include  visits  to  hospitals,  clinics,  school  meal 

kitchens,  schools,  tipping  ground,  public  slaughterhouse  and 

sewage  disposal  works,  treatments  being  carried  out  where  and 

when  necessary. 
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Approximately  8,500  rats  were  exterminated  according  to 
the  figure  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 


and  Food  Poisons  Estimates. 

Number  of  wasp  nests  treated  .  88 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  bed  bugs  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  fleas  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  treated  for  cluster  flies  ...  3 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  carpet  beetles  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  lice .  1 

Number  of  beds  and  bedding  treated  for  lice .  1 

Number  of  persons  de-loused  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  red  mites  ...  ...  ...  1 


Milk 

Bacteriological  examinations 
Type  Test  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Void 

Pasteurised 


Chemical  Examinations 


Total 


Milk  Methylene  Blue 

Pasteurised 

214 

6 

5 

225 

Milk  Phosphatase 

224 

1 

— 

225 

Sterilised  Turbidity 

22 

— 

— 

22 

U.H.T.  Colony  Count 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Milk  Biological 

(Untreated) 

-) 

2 

Milk  containers 

Nil 

— 

— 

Nil 

Cream 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Raw  Milk,  informal  samples  taken 

Found  deficient  in  fat 

Found  deficient  in  solids  non  fat  ... 


104 

8 

23 


Pasteurised  Milk 

Satisfactory  . 

Cream,  informal  samples  taken 
Found  deficient  in  fat 


17 

17 

10 

Nil 


Of  the  samples  found  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  solids  not 
fat  all,  were  found  to  be  genuine  on  bulking  or  as  a  result 
of  the  freezing  point  test. 
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Two  samples  of  raw  milk  submitted  for  Brucellosis  test 
proved  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  City  dairies  has  eliminated  complaints  of  foreign 
bodies  and  dirty  bottles  by  changing  from  bottles  to  polythene 
sachets.  The  sachets  are  sterile  and  the  keeping  quality  of  the 
milk  has  been  improved.  One  of  the  side  effects  from  this 
change  over  from  bottles  to  sachets  has  been  the  reduction 
of  noise  during  the  production  and  the  delivery. 


Ice  Cream 


Eighteen  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results  : 

Grade  1  . 

Grade  2 
Grade  3 

Grade  4  . 

Swabs  of  ice  cream  plant . 


4 

3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 


Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  as  a 
investigation  or  complaint  for  the  following  : 

Bacon  . 

Duck  . 

Eggs  . 

Hamburgers 

Pies — Beef  . 

Pies — Pork 

Sausage — Beef  . 

Sausage — Pork  . 

Spinach  . 


result  of 

5 
1 

6 
2 
5 
7 
5 
5 

i 


Other  Chemical  Examinations 

Beer  2 

Cake  confectionery  10 

Canned  beef  1 

Cheese  .  2 

Chocolate  rolls  .  4 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Mixture  .  1 

Flour  1 

Gelatine  1 

Grape  Fruit  Juice .  2 
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Lemon  Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Liqueur  Flavourings  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  Pies  .  11 

New  Potatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sauce  2 

Sausage — Beef  .  4 

Sausage — Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sausage  Rolls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shandy  .  1 

Soup 
Tea  ... 

Alka  Seltzer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Aspirin  .  1 

Cetavlon  P.C.  Solution  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maalox  Suspension  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mycil  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Synalar  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vitamin  Drops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Complaints  (Unsound  food  and  foreign  bodies) 

Baked  beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beer  1 

Bread  4 

Bread  roll  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Canned  ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cayenne  pepper  .  1 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  fillets  .  1 

Chicken  poached  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cream  puff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  fingers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Irish  stew  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Milk .  2 

Nuts  and  raisins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pear  drops  ...  ...  .  ...  1 


f*  I 
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Pork  sausage  . 

Ostermilk  ...  . 

Self  raising  flour  . 

Formal  Chemical  Samples 

Sausage  . 

Samples  for  pesticide  residues  in  food  ... 


1 

1 

1 


I 

3 


Suspected  Poisonous  Beads 

29  specimens  of  these  beads  and  decorations  were  left  at 
the  office.  The  suspect  beans  were  the  Jequirity  bean  and  the 
Castor  bean.  18  samples  were  found  to  be  highly  toxic  and  11 
were  found  to  be  non-poisonous. 


Food  Premises  —  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulation,  1960 


Main  Trade  Number  of 

Number 

Number 

Number  of 

Class  premises 

complying 
with 
Reg.  16 

to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  19 

Bakers  . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Butchers  . 

Cafes’,  Restaurants, 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Snack  Bars  ... 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Confectioners  flour 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Confectioners  Sweets 

60 

60 

30 

31 

Fish  and  Chips 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Fishmongers 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Greengrocers 

51 

51 

51 

51 

Grocers 

165 

165 

165 

165 

Public  Houses 

112 

112 

112 

112 

Off  Licences 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Social  Clubs 

56 

56 

56 

56 

Supermarkets 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Warehouses 

Works  Canteens  and 

18 

18 

18 

18 

School  Kitchens 

51 

51 

51 

51 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act 

Eight  informal  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  and  two  of  fertiliser 
were  taken  during  the  year.  Nine  samples  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  within  the  allowed  limits  of  variation.  One  sample 
of  fertiliser  was  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  one  ingredient 
and  was  referred  to  the  manufacturer. 


Foodstuffs  (other  than  Butcher's  Meat  at  Slaughterhouses) 


condemned  during  (he  year 

Tinned  Foods  (14,775  tins)  ...  ...  ...  21,640  lbs. 

Fish  .  455  lbs. 

Meat  .  11,555  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods  (Cereals  etc.)  .  19,382  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods  .  3,324  lbs. 


Total  —  25  tons,  3  cwts.,  O  qtrs.,  20  lbs. 


Meat  Inspection 

Weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  at  the  Public  Slaughter¬ 
houses  amounted  to  21  tons,  9  cwts.,  3  qtrs.,  1 1  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  Prosecutions 


Fined 


Mouldy  cheese 
Cigarette  end  in  loaf 
Cigarette  end  in  jam  puff  ... 

Tuft  of  hair  in  steak  and  onion  pie 
Stale  mallows 
Detergent  in  bottle  of  gin 
Rodent  dropping  in  bread  roll 
Unsound  ham  in  ham  roll 


£40 

£30 

£35 

£25 

£20 


Conditional  discharge 
Conditional  discharge 
Case  dismissed 


In  addition  the  Health  Committee  issued  warnings  to  10 
traders  respecting  contraventions  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act. 


Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 
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Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 


Imported  Foods 


During  the  year  the  following  imported  foodstuffs  in  con¬ 
tainers  were  examined  by  your  inspectors  : 


White  pea  beans  (100  lb.  bags) 
Tomato  Juice  ... 

Tomato  Paste . 

Blackcurrant  Pulp  . 

Orange  Concentrate  ... 

Irish  Beef  (quarters) 

Irish  Beef  (cut,  boned  or  unboned) 
Preserved  Strawberries 


79,600  bags 
1,800  cartons 
300  cartons 
120  drums 
675  barrels 
851 

677  cartons 
150  polykegs 


Exported  Foods 

Lambs  dressed  at  the  Worcester  Abattoir  continue  to  be 
exported  to  the  European  Countries,  mainly  France  and 
Belgium. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  signed  20  export 
certificates  covering  148,704  tins  of  food  manufactured  in 
Worcester. 


Public  Slaughterhouse 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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Housing 

(1)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
City,  but  there  is  still  a  need  for  accommodation  to  shelter 
the  few  “down  and  outs”  who  frequent  the  City  and  sleep 
rough. 


(2)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  are  now  171  houses  in  multiple  occupation  but  they 
do  not  present  a  serious  problem  so  far  as  compliance  with 
the  regulations  is  concerned.  But  they  do  present  a  socialcgical 
and  rehousing  problem,  for  this  legalised  form  of  sub-standard 
housing  is  not  conducive  to  good  family  life  and  produces  a 
constant  stream  of  applicants  for  Council  owned  houses. 


(3)  Slum  Clearance 

50  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  during  1972,  and 
the  Victoria  Place  and  London  Road  No.  2  Clearance  Areas 
containing  18  houses. 


The  progress  in  Slum  Clearance  from  1954  until  the  end  of 
1972  was  as  follows  : 


Unfit  houses  represented . 

Tenants  rehoused  . 

Sub-tenants  rehoused  . 

Tenants  and  Sub-tenants  who  found  own  accom¬ 
modation  . 

Houses  vacant  when  represented  . 

Houses  demolished  under  Housing  Act . 

Unfit  houses  demolished  privately 

Houses  closed  on  Closing  Orders  . 

Houses  made  fit  and  removed  from  programme 


2,293 

1,815 

136 

294 

118 

1,928 

64 

97 

81 


During  the  year,  122  houses  were  demolished  under  the 
Housing  Act,  9  houses  were  converted  to  other  uses,  27  fit 
houses  were  demolished  to  facilitate  redevelopment  of  the 
sites,  27  houses  were  converted  into  flats  providing  a  further 
23  units  of  dwelling  accommodation. 
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Rehousing 

During  the  year  there  were  278  privately  built  houses  and 
22  Council  houses  completed.  42  families  were  rehoused  from 
unfit  houses.  There  is  still  a  need  for  small  type  accommodation 
near  the  City  centre. 


Older  Houses 

The  year  showed  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
improvement  grants  approved  by  the  City  Council,  but  as 
elsewhere  the  majority  of  those  grants  were  for  owner  occupied 
houses. 

The  Health  Committee  agreed  in  principle  to  constitute 
130  houses  in  the  Derby  Road  area  as  a  general  improvement 
area,  being  the  first  of  19  potential  areas. 


Rent  adjustments  for  houses  with  all  amenities 

54  applications  for  Qualifying  Certificates  under  the  Housing 
Act  1969  were  received.  26  certificates  were  granted  and  19 
refused  because  of  disrepair. 

Rent  adjustment  for  houses  to  be  fitted  with  all  amenities 

19  applications  for  Provisional  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received,  18  certificates  were  granted  and  l  was  held  in  abeyance. 


Rent  Act  1968 

There  were  no  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 

Prosecutions  relating  to  housing 

2  cases  of  failure  to  comply  with 

Abatement  Notices  ...  ...  Nuisance  Orders  made 

Illegal  eviction  (Rent  Acts)  ...  Fined  £25 


HOUSING  SURVEY 

In  the  latter  half  of  1971  a  sample  survey  of  1,000  houses 
was  carried  out  in  preparation  for  the  housing  section  of  the 
Worcester  City  Structure  Plans.  It  was  fortuitous  that  in  1971 
the  Department  of  the  Environment,  assisted  by  public  health 


71 


inspectors  seconded  from  various  local  authorities,  also  carried 
out  a  sample  survey  of  England  and  Wales,  so  that  in  due 
course  a  comparison  can  be  made  between  Worcester  City  and 
England  and  Wales. 

Some  of  the  salient  facts  shown  by  the  Worcester  survey 
are  worth  recording  for  the  future. 


Age  of  Houses 

Pre  1838 

1838-1875 

1875-1919 

1919-1945 

1945-1971 


3 

22 

5 

30 

40 


of 

/o 


o/ 

/O 

o/ 


Types  of  Houses 

Terraced 

Semi-detached 

Detached 

Purpose  built  flats 
Other  tenures 


30.4% 

42.1% 

14.9% 

8.1% 

4.5% 


Tenure  of  Houses 


Owner  occupied 

1961 

44.9% 

1971 
56  % 

Eng.  &  Wales 

1971 

53%' 

Rented  from  L.A. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28.1% 

28.3% 

28% 

Rented  privately 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22.5% 

12.6% 

Other  tenures 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4.5% 

3.1% 

Total  number  of 

dwellings 

21,496 

25,437 

The  decrease  in 

privately 

rented 

houses 

between  1961 

(22.5%)  and  1971  (12.6%)  represents  1,632  houses  of  which 
1,150  were  demolished  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  257  were 
demolished  privately. 

Dwellings  lacking  basic  amenities 

Worcester  Eng.  &  Wales 


Internal  W.C . 

(2,314) 

9.0% 

11.9% 

Fixed  bath  . 

(1,954) 

7.6% 

9.5% 

Wash  basin  . 

(3,394) 

13.2% 

11.9% 

Hot  and  cold  water  at  3 

points  . 

(3,934) 

15.3% 

13.9% 
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Unfit  Houses 

Worcester  1.8%  England  &  Wales  7.1% 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  951 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  2,533 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  156 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Action  under  statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repair  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  40 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17,  23  and  28  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  27 

(4)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  determined  ...  3 

(5)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  4 

(6)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  on  undertaking  Nil 

(7)  Number  of  reconditioning  schemes  accepted  1 

(8)  Number  of  demolition  orders  substituted  for 

Closing  Order .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  to  close 

houses  for  human  habitation  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(4)  Reconditioning  schemes  accepted  in  respect 

of  dwelling-houses  .  Nil 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  City’s  domestic  supply  is  all  obtained  from  the  River 
Severn  and  treated  by  settlement,  filtration  and  chlorination. 


There  is  no  plumbo  solvent  action  in  the  water.  The  average 
daily  consumption  for  all  purposes  is  4,573,000  gallons  or  61.6 
gallons  per  head  per  day. 


There  is  a  separate  piped  supply  to  25,613  houses  with  a 
population  of  73,983.  68  houses  with  a  population  of  187 
share  taps  in  common  wash-houses.  There  are  no  houses 
relying  on  water  from  wells. 


Four  wells  are  still  in  use  at  business  premises. 


Routine  sampling  of  water  is  carried  out  by  the  Water  Board 
and  the  Public  Health  Department.  During  the  year  the 
following  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  : 


Bact.  Exam. 

Chem. 

Raw  Water  ... 

53 

12 

Raw  Water  after  settlement 

53 

— 

Primary  Filter  water 

54 

— 

Slow  Sand  Filters  ... 

131 

— 

Common  Outlet  of  Filters . 

119 

— 

Final  Water  ... 

159 

12 

Check  samples  from  tap  in  laboratory 

52 

— 

Consumer  tap  samples 

8 

10 

Random  samples  by  Water  Board  ... 

50 

3 

Swimming  Baths 

Again  this  year,  careful  surveillance  was  kept  of  the  learner 
swimming  pools  at  the  various  schools.  29  samples  of  bath 
water  were  submitted  for  analysis. 
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Summary  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Tap  Water 
Year  ending  31st  December,  1972 


Parts 

per 

million 

Min. 

Max 

A verage 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  180°C) 

160 

470 

315 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  ... 

22 

94 

53 

Hardness  Non-Carbonate  . 

45 

110 

96 

Hardness  Carbonate  . 

50 

145 

95 

Hardness  Total . 

95 

250 

175 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen . 

Nil 

0.01 

0.0009 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen . 

0.02 

0.13 

0.08 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . 

2.2 

7.9 

5.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

0.01 

0.0009 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27 °C 

(N/80  Permanganate) . 

0.9 

2.5 

1.5 

Toxic  Metals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Residual  Chlorine  . 

0.05 

0.3 

0.22 

Fluoride 

0.1 

on  5 

0.13 

Phosphate  as  PO4 

0.27 

1.7 

0.7 

Summary  of  12  monthly  analyses  of  water  leaving  the  Water¬ 
works. 


